SUPPORT SB 1830:
REDUCING BARRIERS TO RECOVERY

P Reclassifies the penalty for small-scale drug possession from a felony to a Class A
misdemeanor.

» Offers behavioral health assessment and access to treatment for people who need it.

» Creates a pathway for people living with drug convictions to move past the stigma of a
felony record.

SB 1830 (Sims) will strengthen lllinois communities by elevating a public health approach to
reducing the harms associated with drug use.

 Allows people arrested for drug possession to continue living and working in their
communities, while connecting them to services they may need—reinforcing the
economic vitality of neighborhoods across lllinois.

Prosecuting drug possession as a felony has limited employment, housing, and education
opportunities for tens of thousands of people from Waukegan to Cairo. Our communities are stronger
when everyone can participate.

+ Addresses racial inequities in our criminal legal system.

Drug use is a reality in all communities, but people of color—especially Black lllinoisans—are far more
likely to be arrested, convicted, and incarcerated for possessing drugs. Entire neighborhoods have
been adversely impacted, with so many families disrupted by incarceration and the lifelong burden of
a felony record.

" Shifts resources away from the failed strategy of arrest and incarceration and refocuses
our resources on lllinoisans’ real priorities.

If we utilize proven public health strategies to reduce the harms associated with drug use, we can
allow our criminal legal system to focus on reducing the violence that remains too high across lllinois,
and free up resources to help people access health services in the communities where they live.

For more information, please visit drugpolicyreformillinois.org or contact Ben Ruddell at bruddell@aclu-il.org ¢ 773 750-6459
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