












































































































































FYI 
 

 As of 2009 the National Drug Intelligence Center (NDIC) assessed that Mexican drug 
trafficking organizations (DTOs) were operating in the U.S. in at least 1, 286 cities spanning 
nine regions. Moreover, NDIC assesses with high confidence that Mexican DTO’s in at least 
143 of these U.S. cities were linked to a specific Mexican Cartel or DTO based in Mexico—the 
Sinaloa Cartel (at least 75 cities), the Gulf Cartel/Los Zetas (at least 37 cities), the Juárez 
Cartel (at least 33 cities), the Beltrán-Leyva DTO (at least 30 cities), La Familia Michoacán (at 
least 27 cities), or the Tijuana Cartel (at least 21 cities). NDIC assesses with high confidence 
that Mexican DTOs will further expand their drug trafficking operations in the United States. 
Due to the rise in violence throughout the Southwest Region and Mexico, members of the 
Cartels, their associates and their families have been suspected of moving into many U.S. 
cities along the border  

 

The bottom line:  the traditional “Drug Cartel” is ALIVE and FUNCTIONING in the U.S. 










