
6 

Springfield, IL 62701 

 

By Email: 

 

Jim Rowe 

Kankakee County State’s Attorney 

JROWE@k3county.net 

 

Nancy Ann Nicholson  

Kankakee County State’s Attorney 

nnicholson@k3county.net 

 

Hilary W. Frooman  

Assistant U.S. Attorney 

U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Central District of Illinois 

Courteilary.frooman@usdoj.gov 

 

John David Hoelzer 

Assistant U.S. Attorney 

U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Central District of Illinois 

john.hoelzer@usdoj.gov 

 

      /s/ Rebecca K. Glenberg   
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DPH.SICK@ILLINOIS.GOV (mailto:DPH.SICK@ILLINOIS.GOV)

Watch live at 2:30pm: The Pritzker administra�on's weekday COVID-19 update (watch
live (h�ps://www.illinois.gov/livevideo) or listen to audio-only
(h�ps://www.illinois.gov/liveaudio))

1-800-889-3931

Search...

paration (/s/preparation) FAQs Resources About Coronavirus (/s/about-coronavirus)
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Coronavirus Disease 2019

(COVID-19)

What Illinois is Doing

Protec�ng the health, safety, and wellbeing of Illinoisans is
Governor Pritzker's top priority. The administra�on con�nues
to work closely with local health departments, county officials
and federal partners to put systems in place to respond to
COVID-19. This website will provide the latest news releases
related to coronavirus, video archives of press conferences
and �ps from leading experts to keep you and your family
safe.

Illinois has seen an unprecedented number of unemployment
claims during this challenging �me — over half a million
claims in the five-week period from March 1 to April 4. The
administra�on has moved swi�ly to meet this increased
demand and expand access to benefits during this �me. Read
about the Administra�on’s Efforts to Expand Access and
Eligibility for Unemployment Insurance
(h�ps://coronavirus.illinois.gov/sfc/servlet.shepherd/document/d
opera�onContext=S1).

83,021
Posi�ve Tests Confirmed
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*Numbers updated daily by 5pm. Last updated 5/12/2020 2:30 P.M.
**Total tests performed and reported electronically for tes�ng of COVID-19 at IDPH, commercial or hospital

laboratories. Deaths are included in the number of posi�ve cases. All numbers displayed are provisional and subject
to change. Informa�on regarding the number of people under inves�ga�on updated on 5/12/2020. Informa�on to be

updated daily.
 

3,601
Deaths

471,691
Total Tests Performed
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Restore Illinois
Restore Illinois is about saving lives and livelihoods. The five-phased plan will reopen our state,
guided by health metrics and with distinct business, education, and recreation activities
characterizing each phase. This is an initial framework that will likely be updates as research and
science develop and as the potential for treatments or vaccines is realized. The plan is based
upon regional healthcare availability, and it recognizes the distinct impact COVID-19 has had on
different regions of our state as well as regional variations in hospital capacity. View the full
Restore Illinois Plan below. 

5/5/2020 Read  
Restore Illinois Plan
(https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/sfc/servlet.shepherd/document/download/069t000000BadS0AAJ?
operationContext=S1)  
(Arabic)
(https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/sfc/servlet.shepherd/document/download/069t000000BbPG7AAN?
operationContext=S1)  
(Polish)
(https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/sfc/servlet.shepherd/document/download/069t000000BbPFxAAN?
operationContext=S1)  
(Chinese)
(https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/sfc/servlet.shepherd/document/download/069t000000BbPG2AAN?
operationContext=S1)  
(Spanish)
(https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/sfc/servlet.shepherd/document/download/069t000000BbP31AAF?
operationContext=S1)  
(Hindi)
(https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/sfc/servlet.shepherd/document/download/069t000000BbPAZAA3?
operationContext=S1)  
(Tagalog)
(https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/sfc/servlet.shepherd/document/download/069t000000BbWjbAAF?
operationContext=S1)  
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Unemployment Insurance
Illinois has seen an unprecedented number of unemployment claims during this challenging time
— over 755,000 unemployment claims were processed from March 1 through April 18. This is 12
times the number of claims the Illinois Department of Employment Services (IDES) processed
over the same period last year. From March 1 through April 16, IDES paid out more than $700
million in benefits. The administration has moved swiftly to meet this increased demand and
expand access to benefits during this time. Visit the IDES COVID-19 and Unemployment Benefits
page to learn more. To learn more about the Federal Stimulus package download the IDES
Federal Stimulus Package Unemployment Benefits FAQ
(https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/sfc/servlet.shepherd/document/download/069t000000Ah3hBAAR?
operationContext=S1).

Governor Issues Disaster Proclamation
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JB Pritzker, Governor of the State of Illinois, in the interest of aiding the people of Illinois and the local
governments responsible for ensuring public health and safety issues a Gubernatorial Disaster
Proclamation in response to the ongoing coronavirus (COVID-19) situation.

This proclamation will assist Illinois agencies in coordinating State and Federal resources, including the
Strategic National Stockpile of medicines and protective equipment, to support local governments in
preparation for any action that may be necessary related to the potential impact of COVID-19 in the State
of Illinois.
3-12-2020  
Read proclamation (https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/Documents/CoronavirusDisasterProc-3-12-
2020.pdf)  
(Arabic) (https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/Documents/CoronavirusDisasterProc-3-12-
2020_Arabic.pdf)  
(Polish) (https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/Documents/CoronavirusDisasterProc-3-12-2020_Polish.pdf)  
(Chinese) (https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/Documents/CoronavirusDisasterProc-3-12-
2020_Chinese.pdf)  
(Spanish) (https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/Documents/CoronavirusDisasterProc-3-12-
2020_Spanish.pdf)  
(Hindi) (https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/Documents/CoronavirusDisasterProc-3-12-2020_Hindi.pdf)  
4-02-2020  
Read proclamation (https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/Documents/APPROVED%20-
%20Coronavirus%20Disaster%20Proc%20WORD.pdf)  
(Arabic) (https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/sfc/servlet.shepherd/document/download/069t000000Ai9d7AAB?
operationContext=S1)  
(Polish) (https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/sfc/servlet.shepherd/document/download/069t000000Ai9c9AAB?
operationContext=S1)  
(Chinese)
(https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/sfc/servlet.shepherd/document/download/069t000000Ai9cTAAR?
operationContext=S1)  
(Spanish)
(https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/sfc/servlet.shepherd/document/download/069t000000Ai9bGAAR?
operationContext=S1)  
(Hindi) (https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/sfc/servlet.shepherd/document/download/069t000000Ai9cJAAR?
operationContext=S1)  
4-30-2020  
Read proclamation (https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/Documents/CoronavirusDisasterProc-4-30-
2020.pdf)  
(Arabic) (https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/Documents/CoronavirusDisasterProc-4-30-
2020_Arabic.pdf)  
(Polish) (https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/Documents/CoronavirusDisasterProc-4-30-2020_Polish.pdf)  
(Chinese) (https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/Documents/CoronavirusDisasterProc-4-30-
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2020_Chinese.pdf)  
(Spanish) (https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/Documents/CoronavirusDisasterProc-4-30-
2020_Spanish.pdf)  
(Hindi) (https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/Documents/CoronavirusDisasterProc-4-30-2020_Hindi.pdf)  

Testing
The administration has been working to expand COVID-19 testing capability across the state.
There are currently three state-run drive-thru testing sites in Evanston, Pekin, and Markham
along with dozens of other testing sites at health centers in every region of the state. A list of
testing sites, their contact information, and their eligibility requirements for testing can be found
on our testing-sites webpage (https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/s/testing-sites).

Latest Executive Orders Related to COVID-19
Executive Order Number 36
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MARRIAGE LICENSES — To obtain a marriage license, couples may appear before the county clerk
and conduct a marriage ceremony using two-way audio-video communication technology, if certain
conditions are met. Suspends the requirement that a fully executed marriage license must be submitted
to the county clerk within 10 days. Suspends the requirement that a marriage license becomes effective
one day after the date of issuance.
Executive Order 2020-36 (HTML) (https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/Executive-
Orders/ExecutiveOrder2020-36.aspx)  
(English) (https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder-2020-36.pdf)  
(Arabic) (https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder-2020-36-Arabic.pdf)  
(Polish) (https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder-2020-36-Polish.pdf)  
(Chinese) (https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder-2020-36-
Chinese.pdf)  
(Spanish) (https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder-2020-36-
Spanish.pdf)  
(Hindi) (https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder-2020-36-Hindi.pdf)  

Executive Order Number 35
SUSPENDS VARIOUS PROVISIONS — Suspends provisions in the Assisted Living and Shared
Housing Act, the Nursing Home Care Act and the Community Care Act. For example, suspends IDPH
conducting an on-site review at each facility annually. IDPH will continue to conduct on-site reviews to
the extent feasible. Suspends provisions regarding pest control, milk production, mobile homes, body
piercing and speech language pathology.
Executive Order 2020-35 (HTML) (https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/Executive-
Orders/ExecutiveOrder2020-35.aspx)  
(English) (https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder-2020-35.pdf)  

Executive Order Number 34
CANNABIS REQUIREMENTS — Suspends the requirement that IDFPR issue up to 75 Conditional Adult
Use Dispensing Organization Licenses before May 1, 2020. Suspends certain requirements, including
the need for an adult use cannabis dispensing organization agent to obtain an agent identification card
from IDFPR prior to beginning work at a dispensary and the need for a medical or adult use cannabis
dispensing organization agent to keep an agent identification card visible at all times when in the
dispensary.
Executive Order 2020-34 (HTML) (https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/Executive-
Orders/ExecutiveOrder2020-34.aspx)  
(English) (https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder-2020-34.pdf)  
(Arabic) (https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder%202020-
34%20Arabic.pdf)  
(Polish) (https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder%202020-
34%20Polish.pdf)  
(Chinese) (https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder%202020-
34%20Chinese.pdf)  
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(Spanish) (https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder-2020-36-
Spanish.pdf)  
(Hindi) (https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder%202020-
34%20Hindi.pdf)  

View all Executive Orders related to COVID-19 (https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/s/resources-
for-executive-orders)
 

Stay Informed

Amber Alerts (http://www.amberillinois.org/)

Emergencies & Disasters (https://www.illinois.gov/ready)

Flag Honors (https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/News/flag-honors.aspx)

Road Conditions (http://www.gettingaroundillinois.com/)

Traffic Alerts (http://www.iltrafficalert.com/)

 

Helpful Links

Contact Us (https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/ContactUs)

FOIA Contacts (https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/FOIA-Contacts.aspx)

State Press Contacts (https://www2.illinois.gov/cms/agency/media/relations/Pages/MediaContacts.aspx)

Illinois Department of Public Health (http://www.dph.illinois.gov/)

Illinois Emergency Management Agency (https://www2.illinois.gov/iema/Pages/default.aspx)

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (https://www.cdc.gov/)

Stay Connected

 (https://twitter.com/govpritzker)  (https://www.facebook.com/govpritzker)

(http://instagram.com/govpritzker)

(https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/pages/communicationsoptin.aspx)

 (https://www.cdc.gov/)  (http://www.dph.illinois.gov/)

 (https://www2.illinois.gov/iema)

DPH.SICK@ILLINOIS.GOV (mailto:DPH.SICK@ILLINOIS.GOV)

1-800-889-3931 (tel:18008893931)

 

 

 (https://www2.illinois.gov)

Web Accessibility (http://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?item=32765)

Missing & Exploited Children (http://www.missingkids.com/) Amber Alerts
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(http://www.amberillinois.org/) Illinois Privacy Info

(https://www2.illinois.gov/Pages/About/Privacy.aspx)

Governor JB Pritzker (https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/gov/Pages/default.aspx)

© 2020 State of Illinois (https://www2.illinois.gov)
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 View up to date information on how Illinois is handling the Coronavirus
Disease 2019 (COVID-19) from the State of Illinois Coronavirus Response Site
(https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/)

×

Illinois.gov (/)

Executive Order 2020-33
April 30, 2020
Executive Order 2020-33

EXECUTIVE ORDER IN RESPONSE TO COVID-19
(COVID-19 EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 31)

WHEREAS, protecting the health and safety of Illinoisans is among the most important functions of
State government; and,

WHEREAS, Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a novel severe acute respiratory illness that
has spread among people through respiratory transmissions, the World Health Organization
declared COVID-19 a Public Health Emergency of International Concern on January 30, 2020, and
the United States Secretary of Health and Human Services declared that COVID-19 presents a
public health emergency on January 27, 2020; and,

WHEREAS, as the virus has progressed through Illinois, the crisis facing the State has developed
and now requires an evolving response to ensure hospitals, health care professionals and first
responders are able to meet the health care needs of all Illinoisans and in a manner consistent with
CDC guidance that continues to be updated; and,

WHEREAS, I declared all counties in the State of Illinois as a disaster area on April 30, 2020
because the current circumstances in Illinois surrounding the spread of COVID-19, including the
devasting impacts to the health and lives of people throughout the State, the threatened shortages
of hospital beds, ICU beds, ventilators, and PPE, and the critical need for increased COVID-19
testing capacity, constitute an epidemic emergency and a public health emergency; and,

WHEREAS, in response to the epidemic emergency and public health emergency described above,
I find it necessary to re-issue Executive Orders 2020-03, 2020-04, 2020-05, 2020-06, 2020-07,
2020-08, 2020-09, 2020-11, 2020-12, 2020-13, 2020-14, 2020-15, 2020-16, 2020-17, 2020-19,
2020-20, 2020-21, 2020-22, 2020-23, 2020-24, 2020-25, 2020-26, 2020-27, 2020-28, 2020-29,
2020-30, and 2020-31, and hereby incorporate the WHEREAS clauses of those Executive Orders;
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THEREFORE, by the powers vested in me as the Governor of the State of Illinois, pursuant to the
Illinois Constitution and Sections 7(1), 7(2), 7(3), 7(8), 7(9), and 7(12) of the Illinois Emergency
Management Agency Act, 20 ILCS 3305, and consistent with the powers in public health laws, I
hereby order the following, effective April 30, 2020:

Part 1: Re-Issue of Executive Orders.

Executive 2020-03, 2020-04, 2020-05, 2020-06, 2020-07, 2020-08, 2020-09, 2020-11, 2020-12,
2020-13, 2020-14, 2020-15, 2020-16, 2020-17, 2020-19, 2020-20, 2020-21, 2020-22, 2020-23,
2020-24, 2020-25, 2020-26, 2020-27, 2020-28, 2020-29, 2020-30, and 2020-31 hereby are re-
issued by this Executive Order 2020-33 as follows:

Executive Order 2020-04 (Closure of James R. Thompson Center; Waiver of Sick Leave
Requirement for State Employees):

Sections 2 and 3 of Executive Order 2020-04 are re-issued and extended through May 29, 2020.

Executive Orders 2020-05 and 2020-06 (School Closures):

Executive Orders 2020-05 and 2020-06 are re-issued in their entirety and extended through May 29,
2020.

Executive Order 2020-07 (Suspension of on-premises consumption at restaurants and bars;
Unemployment insurance; Open Meetings Act):

Sections 1, 3, 4, 5, and 6, as amended below, of Executive Order 2020-07 are re-issued and
extended through May 29, 2020.

Section 6. During the duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamation and through May 29,
2020, the provisions of the Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS 120, requiring or relating to in-person
attendance by members of a public body are suspended. Specifically, (1) the requirement in 5 ILCS
120/2.01 that “members of a public body must be physically present” is suspended; and (2) the
conditions in 5 ILCS 120/7 limiting when remote participation is permitted are suspended. The
provision of the Illinois Finance Authority Act that “[a]ll meetings shall be conducted at a single
location within the State with a quorum of members physically present at this location,” 20 ILCS
3501/801-25, is suspended through May 29, 2020.  The provision of the Illinois Administrative Code
that a meeting of the Concealed Carry Licensing Review Board that a requires a “quorum is in
attendance at a meeting” as a condition for when “Commissioners may attend telephonically or
electronically,” 20 Ill. Admin. Code 2900.110(c), is suspended through May 29, 2020.

Public bodies, including those listed specifically above, are encouraged to postpone consideration of
public business where possible. When a meeting is necessary, public bodies are encouraged to
provide video, audio, and/or telephonic access to meetings to ensure members of the public may
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monitor the meeting, and to update their websites and social media feeds to keep the public fully
apprised of any modifications to their meeting schedules or the format of their meetings due to
COVID-19, as well their activities relating to COVID-19.

Executive Order 2020-08 (Secretary of State Operations):

Executive Order 2020-08 is re-issued in its entirety and extended through May 29, 2020.

Executive Order 2020-09 (Telehealth):

Executive Order 2020-09 is re-issued in its entirety and extended through May 29, 2020.

Executive Order 2020-11 (Revisions to prior Executive Orders; Department of Corrections
notification period):

Sections 3 and 4 of Executive Order 2020-11 are re-issued and extended through May 29, 2020.

Executive Order 2020-12 (Health care worker background checks; Department of Juvenile
Justice notification period; Coal Mining Act):

Executive Order 2020-12 is re-issued in its entirety and extended through May 29, 2020.

Executive Order 2020-13 (Suspending Department of Corrections admissions from county
jails):

Executive Order 2020-13 is re-issued in its entirety and extended through May 29, 2020.

Executive Order 2020-14 (Notary and witness guidelines):

Executive Order 2020-14, as amended below, is re-issued in its entirety and extended through May
29, 2020.

Section 2. During the duration of the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamation related to the outbreak
of COVID-19, any act of witnessing required by Illinois law may be completed remotely by via two-
way audio-video communication technology, provided that:

a. The two-way audio-video communication technology must allow for direct, contemporaneous
interaction between the individual signing the document (“the signatory”) and the witness by
sight and sound;

b. The two-way audio-video communication technology must be recorded and preserved by the
signatory or the signatory’s designee for a period of at least three years;

c. The signatory must attest to being physically located in Illinois during the two-way audio-video
communication;

d. The witness must attest to being physically located in Illinois during the two-way audio-video
communication;

e. The signatory must affirmatively state on the two-way audio-video communication what
document the signatory is signing;

f. Each page of the document being witnessed must be shown to the witness on the two-way
audio-video communication technology in a means clearly legible to the witness and initialed
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by the signatory in the presence of the witness;
g. The act of signing must be captured sufficiently up close on the two-way audio-video

communication for the witness to observe;
h. The signatory must transmit by overnight mail, fax, or electronic means a legible copy of the

entire signed document directly to the witness no later than the day after the document is
signed;

i. The witness must sign the transmitted copy of the document as a witness and transmit the
signed copy of the document back via overnight mail, fax, or electronic means to the signatory
within 24 hours of receipt; and,

j. If necessary, the witness may sign the original signed document as of the date of the original
execution by the signatory provided that the witness receives the original signed document
together with the electronically witnessed copy within thirty days from the date of the remote
witnessing.

Executive Order 2020-15 (Suspending provisions of the Illinois School Code):

Executive Order 2020-15 is re-issued in its entirety and extended through May 29, 2020. 

Executive Order 2020-16 (Repossession of vehicles; suspension of classroom training
requirement for security services):

Executive Order 2020-16 is re-issued in its entirety and extended through May 29, 2020.

Executive Orders 2020-03 and 2020-17 (Cannabis deadlines and applications):

Executive Orders 2020-03 and 2020-17, as modified by Executive Order 2020-18, are re-issued and
shall remain in effect as specified by Executive Order 2020-18.  

Executive Order 2020-19 (Immunity from civil liability for health care facilities, professionals,
and volunteers):

Executive Order 2020-19, as amended below, is re-issued in its entirety and extended through May
29, 2020.

Section 1. For purposes of this Executive Order, the following terms are defined as set forth below:

a. “Health Care Facilities” means:
i. Facilities licensed, certified, or approved by any State agency and covered by the

following: 77 Ill. Admin. Section 1130.215(a)-(f); University of Illinois Hospital Act, 110
ILCS 330; Alternative Health Care Delivery Act, 210 ILCS 3/35(2)-(4); Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) Systems Act, 210 ILCS 50; or Department of Veterans’ Affairs
Act, 20 ILCS 2805;

ii. State-operated Developmental Centers certified by the federal Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services and licensed State-operated Mental Health Centers created pursuant
to the Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities Administrative Act, 20 ILCS 1705/4;

iii. Licensed community-integrated living arrangements as defined by the Community-
Integrated Living Arrangements Licensing and Certification Act, 210 ILCS 135/2;
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iv. Licensed Community Mental Health Centers as defined in the Community Services Act,
405 ILCS 30;

v. Federally qualified health centers under the Social Security Act, 42 U.S.C. § 1396d(l)(2)
(B); and

vi. Any government-operated site providing health care services established for the purpose
of responding to the COVID-19 outbreak;

vii. Supportive living facilities certified by the Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family
Services pursuant to the Illinois Public Aid Code, 305 ILCS 5/5-5.01(a); and,

viii. Assisted living establishments and shared housing establishments licensed by the DPH
pursuant to the Assisted Living and Shared Housing Act, 210 ILCS 9. 

“Health Care Facility” is the singular form of the plural “Health Care Facilities.”

b. “Health Care Professional” means all licensed or certified health care or emergency medical
services workers who (i) are providing health care services at a Health Care Facility in
response to the COVID-19 outbreak and are authorized to do so; or (ii) are working under the
direction of the Illinois Emergency Management Agency (IEMA) or DPH in response to the
Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations.

c. “Health Care Volunteer” means all volunteers or medical or nursing students who do not have
licensure who (i) are providing services, assistance, or support at a Health Care Facility in
response to the COVID-19 outbreak and are authorized to do so; or (ii) are working under the
direction of IEMA or DPH in response to the Gubernatorial Disaster Proclamations.

Section 8. For purposes of Section 2, rendering assistance by hospitals licensed pursuant to the
Illinois Hospital Licensing Act, 210 ILCS 85, must also include accepting a transfer of a COVID-19
patient from another hospital, including hospital inpatients, and state-operated entities (collectively,
“transferring entities”) that do not have the capacity and capability necessary to provide treatment
for a COVID-19 patient.  The receiving hospital shall accept such transfer of a COVID-19 patient if it
has sufficient capacity and capability necessary to provide treatment for the COVID-19 patient.  In
determining whether a hospital has sufficient capacity and capability necessary to provide treatment
for a COVID-19 patient, the hospital shall consider, at a minimum, its ability to provide safe and
effective treatment consistent with current public health recommendations and available supplies,
staffing, and medical bed capacity.

Executive Order 2020-20 (Public assistance requirements):

Executive Order 2020-20 is re-issued in its entirety and extended through May 29, 2020.

Executive Order 2020-21(Furlough of Illinois Department of Corrections inmates):

Executive Order 2020-21 is re-issued in its entirety and extended through May 29, 2020.

Executive Order 2020-22 (Township meetings; Funeral Directors and Embalmers Licensing
Code; placements under the Child Care Act of 1969; fingerprint submissions under Health
Care Worker Background Check Act):
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Executive Order 2020-22 is re-issued in its entirety and extended through May 29, 2020.

Executive Order 2020-23 (Actions by the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional
Regulation for licensed professionals engaged in disaster response):

Executive Order 2020-23 is re-issued in its entirety and extended through May 29, 2020.

Executive Order 2020-24 (Illinois Department of Human Services Forensic Treatment
Program; investigations of Illinois Department of Human Services employees):

Executive Order 2020-24 is re-issued in its entirety and extended through May 29, 2020.

Executive Order 2020-25 (Garnishment and wage deductions):

Executive Order 2020-25 is re-issued in its entirety and extended through May 29, 2020.

Executive Order 2020-26 (Hospital capacity):

Executive Order 2020-26 is re-issued in its entirety and extended through May 29, 2020.

Executive Order 2020-27 (Cadavers testing positive for COVID-19):

Executive Order 2020-27 is re-issued in its entirety and extended through May 29, 2020.

Executive Order 2020-28 (Industrial radiography certifications):  

Executive Order 2020-28 is re-issued in its entirety and extended through May 29, 2020.

Executive Order 2020-29 (In-person education or exams for professional insurance licenses):

Executive Order 2020-29 is re-issued in its entirety and extended through May 29, 2020.

Executive Order 2020-30 (Filing of residential eviction actions; enforcement of non-
residential eviction orders; expired consular identification documents; electronic filings for
the Illinois Human Rights Commission):

Executive Order 2020-30, as amended below, is re-issued in its entirety and extended through May
29, 2020.

Section 3. All state, county, and local law enforcement officers in the State of Illinois are instructed to
cease enforcement of orders of eviction for residential and non-residential premises, unless the
tenant has been found to pose a direct threat to the health and safety of other tenants, an immediate
and severe risk to property, or a violation of any applicable building code, health ordinance, or
similar regulation. Nothing in this Executive Order shall be construed as relieving any individual or
entity of the obligation to pay rent, to make mortgage payments, or comply with any other obligation
that an individual or entity may have pursuant to a lease, or rental agreement, or mortgage. The
continued need for this directive shall be evaluated upon issuance of any new Gubernatorial
Disaster Proclamation.

Executive Order 2020-31 (Educator licensure and student graduation requirements):
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Executive Order 2020-31 is re-issued in its entirety and extended through May 29, 2020.

Part 2: Savings Clause.  If any provision of this Executive Order or its application to any person or
circumstance is held invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, this invalidity does not affect any
other provision or application of this Executive Order, which can be given effect without the invalid
provision or application. To achieve this purpose, the provisions of this Executive Order are declared
to be severable.
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Coronavirus

Coronavirus could 'wreak havoc' on U.S. jails, experts warn
"People are freaking out about it, and we don't have the resources," said an official of the union that represents federal prison
workers.

JosefHanus / Getty Images/iStockphoto

By Rich Schapiro

Several jail staffers took notice when an inmate arrived at a federal detention center in Miami last week wearing a
mask.

Word spread rapidly inside the FDC Miami that the man had flu-like symptoms, two workers said, triggering fears that
the inmate was infected with the coronavirus.

"A lot of staffers are in an uproar because they don't know if they're going to get exposed," an employee told NBC
News at the time.

It turned out that the inmate had a bacterial infection, a Bureau of Prisons official said, not coronavirus. But concern
about the potential spread of COVID�19 inside a detention facility has only grown since then as the number of
confirmed cases has exploded across the country.
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An outbreak of the deadly virus inside the walls of a U.S. prison or jail is now a question of when, not if, according to
health experts. And interviews with several jail staffers, prisoner advocates and former correctional medical
personnel revealed deep concerns over the potential for the illness to wreak havoc behind bars.

Full coverage of the coronavirus outbreak

"We're in a very perilous stage right now," said Dr. Homer Venters, the former chief medical officer of the New York
City jail system. "It's just a matter of time before we see cases inside jails and prisons."

Coronavirus declared a pandemic by World Health Organization
MARCH 11, 202002:31

Venters regularly visits jails and prisons across the country as an expert consultant on health services in correctional
settings. He said it's common to see facilities lacking the kind of basic germ-fighting tools necessary to help prevent
the spread of an illness like the coronavirus.

"Let's say there are three sinks for 40 people," said Venters, who is the president of Community Oriented Correctional
Health Systems, a nonprofit that works to improve health care behind bars.

"Rarely do I ever see most of them working, plus soap and paper towels. Some of the most basic elements of infection
control that we take for granted, like your ability to wash your hands and dry them, remain out of reach for many
people in detention."

The U.S. has roughly 5,000 adult detention facilities — a mix of jails, which house inmates awaiting trial or serving
short sentences, and prisons, where people convicted of serious crimes go to serve time. No cases have yet been
reported in any of the facilities. Privacy - Terms
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But the environments, with inmates packed together in often grimy spaces with limited ventilation, provide a prime
breeding ground for the spread of infectious diseases, experts say.

Jails are seen as being especially vulnerable, given the constant flow of prisoners in and out. Several jail systems have
announced coronavirus countermeasures, such as stepped-up cleaning and ramped-up medical screening of new
arrivals.

Let our news meet your inbox. The news and stories that matters, delivered weekday mornings.

Your Email Address

SIGN UP
THIS SITE IS PROTECTED BY RECAPTCHA PRIVACY POLICY | TERMS OF SERVICE

But more dramatic measures, such as restricting inmate visitation, had yet to be put in place on a grand scale until
late Thursday, when several states announced that they were suspending visitation until further notice.

Prisoner advocates worry that the virus has already made its way inside the walls of the nation's detention facilities.

"My fear is it will be similar to the assisted living facility in Washington state, where no one's going to know until it
becomes a very serious matter somewhere," said Maria Morris, a senior staff attorney with the American Civil
Liberties Union's National Prison Project.

Morris said the combination of staffers moving in and out of prisons and the already unsanitary conditions inside
many of them increase the likelihood of serious coronavirus outbreaks.

Download the NBC News app for full coverage of the coronavirus outbreak

"Once it gets in, if there's not a well-thought-out plan to address it, it seems very likely that it'll wreak havoc on
facilities quite quickly," she said.

Countries hard hit by the coronavirus have already experienced major problems inside their prisons. Deadly riots
broke out in facilities across Italy amid efforts to contain the virus. In China, where it originated, at least 500
prisoners have been infected. And Iran took the extraordinary step of temporarily releasing more than 50,000
prisoners in hope of slowing the spread of the virus.

Joe Rojas, the Southeast regional vice president for the Council of Prison Locals, the union that represents federal
prison workers, said he fears the potential for riots to erupt.

"When there's fear among inmates without a plan for containment, you can have a riot," Rojas said.

He said that many federal prisons are also dealing with staffing shortages in their medical departments and that a lack
of guidance from the Bureau of Prisons has fueled workers' fears.

"People are freaking out about it, and we don't have the resources," Rojas said.

A spokeswoman for the Bureau of Prisons said: "Out of an abundance of caution, the BOP provided guidance to
health-care professionals throughout the system and has a screening tool in place for use in the event an inmate or
staff member is exposed or symptomatic. The BOP has an internal web-based system for reporting infectious diseases
and outbreaks, allowing access to health care and correctional professionals system-wide." Privacy - Terms

2:20-cv-02120-CSB-EIL   # 6-1    Page 101 of 131                                         
          

https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://policies.google.com/terms
https://www.aclu.org/other/aclu-national-prison-project
https://slack-redir.net/link?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsmart.link%2F5d5ad16083f88
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-italy-prisons-idUSKBN20W1JP
https://www.wsj.com/articles/coronavirus-outbreaks-at-china-prisons-spark-worries-about-unknown-clusters-11582286150
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-51723398
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/


5/11/2020 Coronavirus could 'wreak havoc' on U.S. jails, experts warn

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/coronavirus-could-wreak-havoc-u-s-jails-experts-warn-n1156586 4/5



ABOUT

CONTACT

CAREERS

COUPONS

DO NOT SELL MY PERSONAL INFORMATION

TERMS OF SERVICE

NBCNEWS.COM SITE MAP

ADVERTISE

Federal prisons are not stocking COVID�19 test kits, the spokeswoman said, but medical personnel working with local
health authorities can facilitate inmate testing.

"Every BOP facility has contingency plans in place to address a large range of concerns, to include infectious diseases,
and is fully equipped to implement these plans as necessary," the spokeswoman added.

Unlike prisons, the majority of local and county jails lack in-house medical staffs, experts say, making it far more
difficult to combat a fast-spreading illness like the coronavirus.

"There are jails where the sheriff's deputies are handing out medications and making medical decisions for the
individuals," said Sheriff Dave Mahoney, who operates a 1,000-bed facility in Dane County, Wisconsin.

Mahoney, who is the incoming president of the National Sheriffs' Association, said he and his counterparts around the
country are having ongoing discussions about a range of potential countermeasures — from instituting video-only
visitation to increasing alternatives to incarceration for lesser crimes.

"With the flu, we could at least warn people to get the flu shot at the beginning of the year and reduce the volume of
the virus, and even if they got the flu, they could mitigate the effects by getting a Tamiflu shot," Mahoney said. "Well,
those things don't exist for the coronavirus."

In January, the Henderson County Detention Center in central Kentucky had a trial run of sorts for dealing with a
coronavirus outbreak when more than 200 inmates came down with a mysterious stomach bug.

The jail moved quickly to contain the spread of the illness, moving the sick inmates to a special wing where the
recirculated air goes nowhere else and ramping up cleaning the old-fashioned way.

"Bleach and water," said head jailer Amy Brady, who runs the facility. "We had inmates running in shifts."

The symptoms disappeared after 12 hours. The same month, an area doctor who treats inmates at the detention
center offered sage advice: stock up on specialized masks amid reports of a worsening virus in China.

The masks, known as N95 respirators, are now in short supply across the country.

"We have 250 of them," Brady said. "I feel pretty good. But like anything else with the jails, there's always the
likelihood that it's going to spread."

Rich Schapiro

Rich Schapiro is a reporter for the NBC News Investigative Unit.
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Coronavirus COVID-19 
and the 

Correctional Facility

For the Correctional Healthcare Worker 

Anne C. Spaulding MD MPH
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Emory Center for the 
Health of Incarcerated Persons
Aspauld@emory.edu
Development of these slides was supported under cooperative agreement, the 
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to Strengthen Public Health Workforce Capacity (grant no. 3 U36 OE000002-04 
S05) funded by CDC, Office of Public Health Preparedness and Response, through 
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are solely the responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
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Please do not alter content without contacting author.
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Outline
• COVID-19 Overview for a Congregate Environment

• Spread
• Prevention
• Symptoms & Diagnosis
• Treatment
• Adverse Outcomes

• Implications for Correctional Healthcare
• Overview
• Correctional Facility Case Examples

• Coordination
• A Cautionary Tale
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COVID-19 Overview: Spread
• COVID-19 is a viral disease 

• The virus’ official name is “SARS-CoV-2”; COVID-19 is the name of the disease

• Transmission 
• The virus is thought to spread mainly from person-to-person.
• Between people who are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet)
• Via respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs or sneezes.
• Droplets can land in mouths or noses of people nearby or possibly be inhaled into lungs.

• May spread from inanimate objects that have virus on them, 
but this is not the main way it spreads. 

• People are thought to be most contagious when they are the sickest.
• Some spread might be possible before people show symptoms, 

but this is not the main way it spreads. 
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COVID-19 Overview: Spread

• The first cases were in the Hubei province of China.
• It has now spread to many countries. 
• As of March 2020, some areas of the US have local transmission. 
• Keep up with your state and local health department to learn what’s 

happening where your correctional facility is located. 

Persons entering correctional facilities can have infections either 
Because of travel from, or through, a highly prevalent region, OR
From acquisition of the infection close to home…

If it’s spreading in your community, it’s likely to show up in your local jail or prison. 
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COVID-19 Overview: Prevention
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash.
• Wash your hands with soap and water frequently.

• Wash for 20 seconds—as long as it takes to sing the Happy Birthday song. 
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces 

using a hospital-grade disinfectant.
• Follow CDC’s recommendations for using a facemask, and isolation of 

infected persons. 

• Correctional staff should stay off from work if they feel sick.
Have a cough, fever and/or shortness of breath? Stay home.
If illness becomes worse, seek medical care; call ahead before you go! 

This slide can be printed out and used as a hand out for staff
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Health Alert 
Signage for the 
Health Services 
Unit—same as 
used for flu. 

Feel free to copy 
in color or black 
and white.

Adapted from: 
https://www.bop
.gov/resources/p
dfs/seasonal_infl
uenza_guidance.
pdf
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Overview: Symptoms & Diagnosis
• Many people are asymptomatic or only have mild 

symptoms.
• Can appear soon (~ 2 days) or long (~2 weeks) after 

exposure.
• Or sometime between “soon” and “long after”!

• Some common symptoms: fever, cough, shortness of 
breath. 

• Which sounds an awful lot like the flu…

•

See CDC.gov for up-to-date 
signage you can copy

Tip: To prevent influenza, and 
possible unnecessary 
evaluation for COVID-19: use 
your flu vaccine stock now! 
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Overview: Symptoms & Diagnosis
To review, the common symptoms are : 1) fever,  2) cough, and  3) shortness of breath. 

Diagnostic guidelines, best tests are evolving, so check your local and state 
health department for latest updates.  Also: go to CDC.gov
1. CHECK where patient has been within 14 days of the onset of symptoms—

-- Any place on current list of areas where there is local transmission??
2. ASK about contact with an infected person. 
3.     ASSESS Symptoms—especially worrisome if 2 or more of the above symptoms.

IF APPROPRIATE EXPOSURE HISTORY & SYMPTOMS:
Put a simple surgical face mask on patient.
Place them in a separate, closed room and shut the door.
 Ideally, use an airborne infection isolation room (AIIR) with neg. pressure.
Healthcare and custody staff : wear personal protective equipment in room 
 N-95masks/gowns/gloves, etc.

Assess stability of patient—in respiratory distress needing hospital transfer? 
Or do you want to test them on site? Call your local health department for help.
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COVID-19, the new type of coronavirus
For those not needing hospital transfer:
• Treatment

• Rest
• Drink fluids to prevent dehydration
• Take medicine to reduce fever (for example, acetaminophen)
• Research is ongoing on the use of already-developed medications
• Health care staff should be notified if patient worse symptoms develop, 

such as difficulty breathing.

• Vaccination
• There is no vaccine for COVID-19 as of early March 2020,
but scientists around the world are actively working on a vaccine.

This slide can be printed out and used as a hand out for patients. 
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COVID-19 Complications Overview
• Anyone can have a coronavirus infection that can become serious or be fatal.
• Serious disease and  death are most common in older persons and/or those 

with underlying medical conditions
• Think of your patients in chronic care clinics, your pregnant patients and how 

you will keep them safe from disease. 
(See CDC website for guidance for particular groups, such as pregnant women.)
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Implications for Correctional Health Staff

Are correctional facility populations at risk? Yes.
1. Healthcare staff should be aware of ongoing updates to clinical guidelines.
2. Share with your local health department the role of your facility in 
prevention, identification, and management of infectious disease. Remind 
them that you are in their territory. 

• Just because you have a healthcare staff…
(which may be hired via a private vendor)

…doesn’t mean that the health department should not consider how 
the presence of a jail and prison, and movement of citizens in and out 
of the facility, impacts the health of the public. 
3. Work with your facility on planning now: where to cohort persons 
(placing persons diagnosed with coronavirus together, but at a distance 
from folks who are well) if many people are getting sick at the same 
time. 
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Health Services: Check with your local health 
department and https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/
website as needed for latest guidelines on:

1. How to isolate persons—when is negative pressure room indicated? 
2. How long to quarantine those who are exposed, those who are infected?
3. What personal protective equipment is needed, and for whom: N95 or 

surgical mask, eye shield, gloves, gowns?
4. How to handle those exposed to a case of COVID-19, especially after first 

test is negative: when to repeat before infection can be ruled out?
5. When can isolation be lifted?
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Implications for Correctional Custody Staff
Are people who live and work in correctional facilities at risk? Yes.

• Jurisdictions need to understand that incarceration of persons defying quarantine 
orders could lead to exponential increases in jail cases and cases in the community. 

• Measures other than detention should be considered, such as at-
home electronic monitoring. 

• Custody should plan on future absenteeism of ill correctional 
officers. 

• Supply chains (medicines, food, etc.) may become disrupted.
• Consider alternatives to incarceration, in order to keep stock 

population down (diversionary courts, community corrections) .
• If COVID-19 is in your jurisdiction, consider restriction of movement 

in and out (visitors, non-essential vendors, tours).
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Implications for Correctional Healthcare: 
A Florida Jail Case Example with Zika: 
PLAN now, before the epidemic reaches your jurisdiction

1. A protocol for the jail was developed with the help of local health department.
2. When a symptomatic entrant to the jail was confirmed with Zika infection, the 

Florida jail maintained close relationship with the local health department.

Call your local health department 
now, even if the epidemic has not yet 
hit your town, to make sure that 
correctional health services are being 
considered in regional planning…

Make sure they have your contact info
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Other Issues for Correctional Healthcare 

• Think of your supply chain for medications and medical supplies: realize 
that a continued epidemic may disrupt distribution of goods. Consider 
making sure your stocks are full, but don’t hoard. 

• Make sure persons confined in your facility have access to soap for hand 
washing; tissue for nasal discharge, etc. 

• Consider what will happen if health care workers are themselves sick and 
need to stay home, or if they are at home caring for others. 

• Prepare for absenteeism, and discourage “presentism”: when sick staff 
members insist on coming to work, and possibly infecting your patients.  
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Implications for Correctional Healthcare: 
Two Cautionary Tales

• Prisons and jails are enclosed environments, where individuals dwell in close 
proximity. Incarcerated persons sleep in close quarters, eat together, recreate in 
small spaces. Staff are close by. Both those incarcerated and those who watch 
over them are at risk for airborne infections. 

• A prison and jail is a self-contained environment. 
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Implications for Correctional Healthcare: 
Two Cautionary Tales

• Prisons and jails are enclosed environments, where individuals dwell in close 
proximity. Incarcerated persons sleep in close quarters, eat together, recreate in 
small spaces. Staff are close by. Both those incarcerated and those who watch 
over them are at risk for airborne infections. 

• A prison and jail is a self-contained environment. 
• Some make an analogy with a cruise ship.
• Cautionary tale #1: think of the spread of COVID-19 on the 

Diamond Princess Cruise Ship, January 2020. 

• Cautionary tale #2:  Hundreds of cases
diagnosed in Chinese prisons. 
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Resources:

• https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
Many correctional systems have developed pandemic flu plans. These plans can 
be readily adapted to COVID-19 and readapted as we learn more about this new 
pathogen, e.g., incubation period, transmission, and morbidity factors. The BOP 
plan is available online:
• https://www.bop.gov/resources/pdfs/seasonal_influenza_guidance.pdf

• Questions? Aspauld@emory.edu
• Emory Center for the Health of Incarcerated Persons, Atlanta GA

Acknowledgments: I am grateful for constructive criticism from Allison 
Chamberlain, Newton Kendig, Ank Nijhawan, Dianne Rechtine, Marc Stern, 
and countless colleagues who are federal/state employees.

3/9/2020
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Chicago̓s Jail Is Top U.S. Hot Spot as Virus Spreads Behind Bars
At least 1,324 confirmed coronavirus cases are tied to prisons and jails across the United States, according to data tracked by
The Times, including at least 32 deaths.

By Timothy Williams and Danielle Ivory

April 8, 2020

It started small. On March 23, two inmates in the sprawling Cook County jail, one of the nation’s largest, were placed in
isolation cells after testing positive for the coronavirus. In a little over two weeks, the virus exploded behind bars, infecting
more than 350 people.

The jail in Chicago is now the nation’s largest-known source of coronavirus infections, according to data compiled by The
New York Times, with more confirmed cases than the U.S.S. Theodore Roosevelt, a nursing home in Kirkland, Wash., or the
cluster centered on New Rochelle, N.Y.

The Cook County Sheriff’s Office, which operates the jail, said Wednesday that 238 inmates and 115 staff members had tested
positive for the virus. But those figures most likely downplay the actual problem, the jail acknowledged, because the vast
majority of the jail’s 4,500 inmates have not been tested.

“This has been a difficult time for everyone,” said Thomas J. Dart, the county sheriff, who has decided to stay away from his
wife and children because he fears spreading the virus to them.

Sheriff Dart has established a quarantine area for inmates who have tested positive, and another to monitor those showing
symptoms. The most serious cases — about 17 on Wednesday — have been admitted to hospitals. One jail inmate has died of
what officials believe is complications from the coronavirus, although the medical examiner’s office has not yet determined
an official cause of death.

“I’m confident we’re going to get through this,” Sheriff Dart said, “but I could really use some more definition about how long
the virus can last in an environment like this.”

Latest Updates: Coronavirus Outbreak in the U.S.

Trump tweets call to “LIBERATE” states where people are protesting virus restrictions.

Trump and Cuomo spar over the federal response to the outbreak.

At least 6,900 people in the U.S. living in or connected to nursing homes have died of the virus.

See more updates Updated 24m ago

More live coverage: Global  Markets  New York

The ballooning outbreak at the jail, southwest of downtown Chicago, appears to confirm the fears of many health officials,
who warned that America’s overcrowded and unsanitary prisons and jails would likely be a significant source of the virus’s
spread.

The New York Times has identified at least 1,324 confirmed coronavirus cases tied to U.S. prisons and jails, including at least
32 deaths. Those numbers are most likely a vast undercount, because some state and local agencies have not released
information, and others, including the federal Bureau of Prisons, which has had 337 positive cases and eight deaths, are not
testing everyone who falls ill.

•

•

•
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Concerns about the virus’s spread have prompted authorities across the country to release thousands of inmates, many of
whom were awaiting trial or serving time for nonviolent crimes. But those measures have not prevented a dizzying pace of
infection among a population in which social distancing is virtually impossible and access to soap and water is not
guaranteed.

The rapid transmission has left prisons across the nation in a heightened state of fear, tension and mistrust. Some facilities
have placed inmates with fevers in solitary confinement, while some federal prisons and certain state facilities have kept
prisoners locked inside their cells for more than 22 hours a day to restrict movement and possible transmission. Still others
are shipping prisoners who test positive to hastily established microprisons.

But the greatest concern might be in facilities where little has been done to stop the virus’s spread.

Sign up to receive an email when we publish a new story about the
coronavirus outbreak.

Sign Up

“I’m worried sick. If I get this, I’m dead,” said Thomas Balsiger, 67, an inmate at the La Tuna federal prison in Texas who has
a history of coronary heart disease. He said there are too few protections in place for inmates, and that guards do not always
wear masks.

“This is outright reckless endangerment,” he said.

The Times has identified at least 41 clusters of two or more coronavirus cases centered on prisons or jails. In addition to Cook
County, other large clusters include the Parnall Correctional Facility in Jackson, Mich., which is tied to more than 100 cases;
the Stateville Correctional Center in Crest Hill, Ill., linked to more than 90 cases; and the Federal Medical Center in Butner,
N.C., where at least 58 inmates and staff have tested positive.

In New York City, which has borne the brunt of the U.S. outbreak, more than half of the jail population had been quarantined
by Wednesday as the virus continued to spread through the jails on Rikers Island and in neighboring boroughs. The
Department of Correction said 287 inmates, 441 correction staff and 75 health care workers had tested positive, and nearly
1,600 inmates had been released to try to reduce the toll.

The disease has killed seven correction employees and one detainee in New York. More than 10 percent of correction officers
have had to quarantine themselves.

In Chicago, Sheriff Dart acknowledged that his attempts to halt the proliferation of the virus, including the release of several
hundred inmates charged with or convicted of nonviolent crimes, had failed.

About 86 percent of the jail’s remaining inmates are being held on charges related to violent crimes, he said. “We have very
little wiggle room.”

Sheriff Dart said he had also overridden longstanding rules forbidding hand sanitizer, which has a high alcohol content,
among inmates and had ensured that there was sufficient soap and bleach for cleaning.

Some inmates and family members say the sheriff’s efforts have not been enough. On Tuesday, in the midst of a ban on
gatherings in Chicago, protesters drove around the jail, honking horns and demanding the release of their loved ones.

Advocates and family members have filed a federal lawsuit seeking the early release of older Cook County inmates and those
who have chronic medical conditions like respiratory illnesses and diabetes, which may make them particularly vulnerable
to the virus.

Similar suits are being filed across the country. On Monday, the A.C.L.U. sought the release of inmates at the Oakdale federal
prison in Louisiana who are at a higher risk of serious illness or death from the virus. The Oregon Justice Resource Center
filed a federal class-action lawsuit accusing the state’s Department of Corrections of ignoring the public health threat. And on
Wednesday, the A.C.L.U. announced that it was seeking an emergency order to force a sheriff in Colorado to comply with
social distancing for all high-risk people in the Weld County jail.
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Jodi Zils Gagne, an inmate at the federal prison camp in Danbury, Conn., said she had not had symptoms of the virus, but
was concerned she may be vulnerable because she has multiple sclerosis. Danbury’s prison complex currently has at least 46
cases among inmates and employees.

Ms. Zils Gagne, who was convicted in a fraud case, has asked for release from the prison facility, based on her medical
condition. She recently wrote in an email, “I have a motion before my judge, and I am hoping she will see that I do not
deserve a death sentence.”

Last week, the judge denied her request.

Jan Ransom and Adeel Hassan contributed.

READ MORE

The Coronavirus Outbreak

Frequently Asked Questions and Advice
Updated April 11, 2020

When will this end?
This is a difficult question, because a lot depends on how well the virus is
contained. A better question might be: “How will we know when to reopen the
country?” In an American Enterprise Institute report, Scott Gottlieb, Caitlin
Rivers, Mark B. McClellan, Lauren Silvis and Crystal Watson staked out four
goal posts for recovery: Hospitals in the state must be able to safely treat all
patients requiring hospitalization, without resorting to crisis standards of care;
the state needs to be able to at least test everyone who has symptoms; the
state is able to conduct monitoring of confirmed cases and contacts; and there
must be a sustained reduction in cases for at least 14 days.

•
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https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/03/20/us/coronavirus-model-us-outbreak.html?action=click&pgtype=Article&state=default&module=styln-coronavirus-national&variant=show&region=BELOW_MAIN_CONTENT&context=storyline_faq
https://www.aei.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/National-Coronavirus-Response-a-Road-Map-to-Recovering-2.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/06/upshot/coronavirus-four-benchmarks-reopening.html?action=click&pgtype=Article&state=default&module=styln-coronavirus-national&variant=show&region=BELOW_MAIN_CONTENT&context=storyline_faq


Exhibit 10 

 
to Choudhury Decl. 
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Sheri�’s o�cers and county medical professionals are aggressively working round-the-clock to combat the
global coronavirus pandemic. Even before the virus started rapidly spreading in the Chicago area, the o�ce
instituted early screening and testing of detainees and moved to increase the availability of PPE and
sanitation supplies throughout the jail. Detainees who have symptoms of COVID-19 are isolated and tested
by Cermak Health Services sta� and receive thorough medical attention, and cellmates are quarantined and
monitored.

The Sheri�’s O�ce also created an o�-site, 500-bed isolation and care facility for detainees, took up an
unprecedented e�ort to move detainees from double cells to single cells to increase social distancing,
partnered with The New Roseland Community Hospital to provide on-site testing for frontline sta�, and is
consulting with noted sanitation and infectious disease experts.

Medical professionals have been testing for COVID-19 among all symptomatic detainees since the �rst
detainees showed signs of the virus last month. As an additional e�ort to combat the virus, medical sta�
recently started testing all incoming detainees, including those not exhibiting symptoms, as well as select
groups of asymptomatic detainees in the jail. Due to this expanded testing of detainees who are not showing
symptoms, the number of positive results is expected to rise in the near term.

This strategic, enhanced testing regimen comes in light of new research showing that many individuals
carrying the virus experience few, if any, symptoms

For more information regarding our ongoing e�orts to respond to COVID-19 at the DOC, please visit our
website: https://www.cookcountysheri�.org/category/press-release/
(https://www.cookcountysheri�.org/category/press-release/)

As of 5 p.m. on 05/11/2020:

190 detainees in custody at Cook County Jail are currently positive for COVID-19.
This includes 7 who are being treated at local hospitals.

344 detainees in custody are no longer positive and are being monitored at a recovery facility at the
jail.
1,109 detainees have tested negative for COVID-19.
7 detainees who tested positive for COVID-19 have died while receiving treatment at local hospitals.

Additionally, 83 correctional o�cers are positive for COVID-19, as are 32 other Cook County Sheri�’s
employees.

There are 281 employees who previously tested positive who are now recovered and have returned to work.

We are saddened to report that three of our employees have passed away as result of complications due to
COVID-19.

 English
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Recent Press Releases
Sheri� Dart, New Roseland Community Hospital Opens COVID-19 Test Site for Sheri�’s O�ce
Employees (https://www.cookcountysheri�.org/sheri�-dart-new-roseland-community-hospital-
opens-covid-19-test-site-for-sheri�s-o�ce-employees/)
Cook County Sheri� Thomas J. Dart announced that a mobile COVID-19 testing site opened
today at [Read More]

Update on COVID-19 Cases at Cook County Jail (https://www.cookcountysheri�.org/update-on-
covid-19-cases-at-cook-county-jail-4/)
As part of its ongoing e�ort to inform the public of the measures being taken to combat the
spread [Read More]

Update on COVID-19 Cases at Cook County Jail (https://www.cookcountysheri�.org/update-on-
covid-19-cases-at-cook-county-jail-2/)
As part of its ongoing e�ort to inform the public of the measures being taken to combat the
spread [Read More]

Update on COVID-19 Cases at Cook County Jail (https://www.cookcountysheri�.org/update-on-covid-19-
cases-at-cook-county-jail-3/)
As part of its ongoing e�ort to inform the public of the measures being taken to combat the spread [Read
More]
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Update on COVID-19 Cases at Cook County Jail (https://www.cookcountysheri�.org/update-on-
covid-19-cases-at-cook-county-jail/)
As part of its ongoing e�ort to inform the public of measures being taken to combat the spread
of [Read More]

Copyright 2018 © Cook County Sheri�’s O�ce.
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CONNECT WITH US

 (https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cook-County-Sheri�s-O�ce-O�cial/234150779931765?ref=br_rs)

 (https://twitter.com/ccsopio)  (https://vimeo.com/cookcounty)

(https://www.instagram.com/cookcountysheri�/)
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